TOM MAYSON (Silecroft)

Citation for the award of Victoria Cross

“For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty, when, with the leading
wave of the attack his platoon was held up by machine-gun fire from a flank.
Without waiting for orders, Lance Sergeant Mayson at once made for the
gun, which he put out of action with bombs, wounding four of the team. The
remaining three of the team fled, pursued by Lance Sergeant Mayson, to a
dug out, into which he followed them, and disposed of them with his
bayonet. Later, when clearing up a strong-point, this Non Commissioned
Officer again tackled a machine gun single-handed, killing six of the team.
Finally, during an enemy counter-attack, he took charge of an isolated post,
and successfully held it until ordered to withdraw, as his ammunition was
exhausted. He displayed throughout the most remarkable valour and
initiative.”
London Gazette 30284 14 September 1917 p. 9533
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