Framework for Content of VCH Volumes

I ntroduction

The generd principles of this Framework will be gpplied to the VCH across the board.
Whereas accounts of townships and villages will normadly take the eight sections in the
order given here, with the intention of providing a single, integrated and consecutive
account, there will be variaions on this practice. In some cases, topographicaly defined
districts or regions will be treated a this level in extended volume introductions. In
volumes on a single town or city the account may be presented in discrete chronologica
periods. The definition of VCH volume projects will take account of hundred boundaries
but not be ruled by them. In some cases it may be that materid will be presented in
dataset form to accompany anaytica text. In every case the fina decison on the format
and gpproach to be adopted in aparticular project will be amatter of discussion between
county staff and the Directorate.

The Guidédlines

1. Introduction: a chronological account of boundaries, landscape and communications,
followed by a chronological account of settlement, population and social character.

2. Manors and Other Estates. indicating the pattern of landownership over time.

3. Economic Hisgtory. an integrd chronologicd account of the whole economic
development of the parish, making reference when gppropriate to relevant aspects of
the working life of the population and to retail activity.

4. Socid Higtory: an account which should start with socid structure and go on to
charities of al kinds, education and community activities.

5. Rdigious Higtory: to include the role of churches, chgpds, Roman Catholicism,
nonconformity and other religious groups in the life of the parish.

6. Locd Government: an account of how the parish was run, the maintenance of order,
the poor law and the administrative work of the parish officers.

7. Locd Politics: political tensions within the community, the dynamic of the
community relationships, and local manifestations of national politics.

8. Buildings: a chronologicd survey of al the significant buildings indicating the built
character of the parish and analysing the development of particular building types.

Notes

1. Wewould expect to find agood deal of cross referencing.
2. Decisonsin every case about subheadings will be for negotiation with the centrd office and there is
no assumption that these will be consistent between volumes.
3. Section seven will normally be needed for market and small towns and sometimes for rural
places. In rural parishes, political tensions revealed by the sources will often best be treated
in the appropriate sections of the parish history and not in a separate section seven.

Volumes about atown or city

The approach to urban volumes will remain under review for a short period. The VCH Academic Advisory
Panel will be asked to comment specifically on reports received during this year on the conceptualisation
and framework of all the urban volumes currently being researched or planned.
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Section 1a
INTRODUCTION

AIMSAND APPROACH

The main ams of the introduction should be to give some sense of the generd character
of the parish in question - of its physical characteristics and the layout and nature of the
built environment. It should offer a clear account of the main features of the history of
the parish and its settlements, with especid emphasis on topography, the man driving
force of any VCH article.

It isvery important that it should, as far as possible offer a clear and coherent framework
for the aticle as a whole. Readers often complan of the fragmented and non-
chronologicd nature of VCH accounts, divided as they traditiondly have been into
sections that reflect the dominant ingtitutions and activities of a parish. The introduction
offers the best means of pulling everything together. Wherever possble its subsections
should be treated chronologicaly or a least try to give some sense of development over
time. The introduction is not arepostory for information that cannot be fitted in under
any other heading; nor should it end with a collection of miscellaneous facts relating to
worthies or nationd events. If such items cannot be worked into some larger narraive
they are best omitted.

STRUCTURE

Introductions - like parish histories as a whole - have got longer and longer. Even
without the congtraints imposed by writing text in a form which is readily digestible on
the World Wide Web, it would have been necessary to articulate the introduction with
headings which flag its structure and render it comprehensible to readers. In dl except
the very briefest accounts therefore, it will be necessary to introduce at least one leve of
subheading.

Scope and Arrangment of Material

Although the order and combination of subsections may vary, it is dedrable that there
should be a degree of uniformity of treatment in any particular grouping of parishes. In
some cases, a dominant feature, such as a country house or park, may be separated out
into a distinct subsection.

The subsections which follow provide an indication of the subheadings gppropriate to a
substantial introduction.

Introductory Section: The introduction should open with an introductory sentence or
two characterizing and locating the parish. Where appropriate atention can be drawn to
some particular feature, building, product or event with which the parish is especidly
associated and which will very probably be discussed in greater detail elsewhere.

Boundaries and Extent: Where information is avalable, the following should be
mentioned:

e theorigin of the parish and the emergence or establishment of its boundaries

¢ the shape and acreage of the area enclosed

e the nature of the boundaries, especidly if they follow identifiable natura or man-
made features; any changes to the boundaries.

L andscape: This subsection should include:
o discussion of geology, soils, relief, and drainage



e someimpression of the landscape and the impact of man’s exploitation, referring, as
gopropriate, to the presence and distribution of uncultivated land, open fields,
meadows, common pastures, woodland and parks.

e modern forms of land use, e.g golf courses, airfields, reservoirs.

Communications; The main concern here must be the way in which communications
Stuate the parish in reaion to the outsde world, to larger settlements and to its
neighbours. The main topics are likely to be:

e Magjor roads and through routes, together with details of turnpikes

e River transport with details of fords, ferries, bridges, and wharfs

e ralwaysand railway stations

It may also be desirable to mention:

e buses

e post and telecommunications

Settlement: Thisis acrucid and mgor subsection which may itsdf be subdivided. If a
sttlement is complex then it may be necessary to introduce it with some generd
statements about its nature, e.qg if it is divided into a number of villages or hamlets.

Settlement is best goproached chronologicdly and should provide a comprehensive

introduction to many of the major sections of the parish account. It should provide:

e an account of the origins of settlement in the parish, including the prehistoric,
Roman and Anglo-Saxon evidence and the emergence of the historic settlement
pattern

e achronologicd trestment of the development of the lay-out of existing settlements.
Their generd architecturd character & varying periods should be mentioned here
with crossreferences to Buildings (sation 8). Public buildings and other crucid
buildings such as manor houses, parish churches and inns need to be mentioned as
pat of this patern with crossreferences to where they are trested more fully. If
there is more than one major settlement this section may have to be subdivided.

Population: This subsection should provide a chronologica account of the size of the
sttlement, starting as early as possible (eg. with some kind of estimate derived from
Domesday), and for later periods making use of sources such the hearth tax and census
returns.

Social Character: It may be desirable to offer some generd comments on the evolving
socid character of the village, relating it to a resdent lord or squire in a big house, to
significant loca customs, to inns and aehouses, to suburban and industrid development,
and to dormitory functions for nearby urban centres. This section will require
considerable cross-referencing to Social Life (section 4).

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

These guidelines rdlate most easly to parishes conssting of one or relatively few
townships. They will dso gpply to individud townships in extensve parishes, comprising
many townships, settlements and chapdries. In such instances, however, it will be
essentid to introduce the ancient parish as a whole, to give an account of its location,
extent, boundaries and origins.

For the rdationship of parish introductions with other introductory materid see
Introductions to Volumes etc (section 1b).



Section 1b

INTRODUCTIONSTO VOLUMES, HUNDREDS,
OTHER DISTRICTS AND SPECIAL TOPICS

AIMS AND APPROACH

These guiddines relate to introductory maerid other than that which forms the
“Introduction’ section of parish accounts. Quch materid may wel afect parish
introductions and indeed in exceptiond cases dmost supersede them. Obvioudy the
contents of such introductions will be very varied and cannot be prescribed. These
guidelines will smply offer some examples of a variety of approaches, based on VCH
work that is shortly to be published or is currently in progress. They are aove Al
intended to be permissive, to encourage colleagues to make use of their unique expertise
to produce andyticd and interpretative essays which will highlight what is distinctive or
unusud about the area they are covering. Such essays might relate to landscape and
settlement, an ancient administrative unit, recent development (e.g. seaside devel opment),
the influence of a particular family or estate, the rise of a particular occupation or
commercid activity — or indeed most or dl of these subjects. We envisage introductory
material taking avariety of forms. At one extreme it may focus on a single theme, such as
one of the subjects just listed; a the other it may form a generd survey of the common
characterigtics of a discrete and identifiadble area. If the latter, it is particularly likely to
make a considerable impact upon the content of individual parish introductions.

HUNDRED INTRODUCTIONS

Although there are exceptions, such as some of the North-Western hundreds
coterminous with a single parish or with ancient administrative units, in generd the
hundred is not the most promising basis for an extended introduction. In many counties
hundreds have no particular coherence, and in some they are so smal and intertwined as
to be more or less usdess as a unit for organising parish accounts. In such instances, the
present prectice of offering a brief history of the hundred as an administrative unit will
be all that is necessary.

VOLUME INTRODUCTIONS

The requirement that as far as possble dl new volumes should try to focus on
identifiable topographicd or economic entities, means tha volume introductions will
become increasingly sgnificant and considerably longer than has been cusomary up to
now. At present our gpproach is an experimenta one. Examples of recent introductions
are given below; these, it should be stressed, are intended as illustrations of the variety of
approaches currently under consideration rather than as models to be followed.

1 A general survey of the main themes of the whole volume, which also

corresponded with a hundred.

The hundred in question was a fairly coherent unit, dmost wholly rurd and dominated

by a group of important estates. Topics covered in an extended introduction of some

8,500 words included:

e Landscape and Early Settlement (from earliest times to Norman Conguest - includes discussion
of physique, prehistoric Roman and Anglo-Saxon sites, early parishes and estates)

e The Medievd Hundred (Sgifiene d hundredd nane meding pae eregne d parides
villages and village layout etc, manors and manorial families, domestic buildings)

e The Hundred in the 16th and 17th Centuries (indudes new etates menaid and ahe
domestic buildings)

e The Hundred from 1660 to the Early 19th Century (indudes dangs in edate and farm
management, new building, early industrial development)



e The Hundred in Victorian and Edwardian Times (indudes dedqomaitsin agiadtureand
industry, emergence of nonconformity and of parish government)

e The Hundred in the 20th Century (the bresk-up  loal etates dangs in agialture ad
farm dhangss theinpad d newvhausng newrceds and indudria dedaomant, esnaricand sad
changesin the village communities).

2. A volumeintroduction covering several hundreds

The areain question was fairly disparate. It contained at least two coherent topographical
aess, defined by topogrgphy and economic activity, neither of which fitted very
comfortably with the hundreda divisons. The topics covered in the extended
introduction (some 14,000 words) included generd surveys of relatively standard topics,
such as early settlement, aristocratic estates and houses, economic and socid life, and
some specid topics relating to themes distinctive to the area, such as fen drainage and
horse-recing. The piece was subdivided into numerous sections, arranged roughly
chronologically. The full scheme was as follows:

¢ Prehistory to the Romans (5000 BC to 400 AD)

¢ Anglo-Saxon Settlement and Society (500-1100)

¢ Aristocratic Landholdings and Dwellings (1100-1500)

e Medieva Religious Life (1100-1500)

e Economic Growth and Settlement Patterns (1100-1600)

e Agriculture and Standards of Living (1100-1600)

e Communications and Industry (1100-1600)

e Fenland Economy (1100-1600)

¢ Fen Drainage (1650-1850)

e Gentry, Aristocracy and Their Residences (1500-1900)

e Communications (1700-1900)

¢ Inclosure and Modern Agriculture (1700-2000)

e Economic and Social Life (1700-1900)

¢ Religion, Education and Charity (1600-2000)

e Communications (1900-2000)

¢ Industry (1900-2000)

e Horse-racing and Other Leisure Pursuits (1600-2000)

e Socia Developments (1900-2000)

3. A volume comprising a single extensive wapentake, and divided into three
distinct districts, characterised by patter ns of settlement and estate holding.

The wapentake in question is highly rurd, with numerous smal parishes, and two aress
dominated from a least the 16th century by mgor estates. The solution adopted here
was a radica one: the wapentake is to be divided into two volumes, with extensive
introductions which will treat on a volume bass a number of subjects hitherto
commonly dedt with in the parish accounts, including archaeology, settlement,
agriculture and inclosure, religious life, and buildings. There will dso be sections on the
digtinctive areas within the wapantake and the estates which dominated them. If such an
goproach is to be adopted it will be important to ensure tha there is plenty of cross
referencing and indeed some repetition, in order to maintain the integrity of the parish
accounts.



Section 2
MANORSAND OTHER ESTATES

AIMS

This section of the parish history should provide an overview of the development of
paterns of landownership and landholding across the parish. These new guiddines are
intended to establish a structure and gpproach tha will enable the reader to grasp the
overd| picture from the outset and to relate it as far as possible to the locd topography,
before tackling the detail of a specific descent. An opening section on the patern of
landownership will provide an overview for the parish as a whole, but in dl but the
smplest cases it will aso be necessary to provide an introductory andyticd for each
major descent (see below, Sructure).

Manorid and estate buildings will henceforth be discussed in the appropriate subsection
of Buildings (section 8).

DEFINING THE CATEGORIES OF LANDHOLDING

The VCH has traditiondly digtinguished between manors and other forms of landed
edtate and that distinction has been retained in the structure recommended by these
guiddlines. It is, however, worth noting that such distinctions are much more important
up to the 17" century than afterwards. Feudd tenures were abolished in 1660 and all
remaining manorid incidents in 1926. Increasingly the nomind lordship might be
divorced from the landed estate. In such circumstances, where a substantid estate
continued, it is the descent of that estate which maiters rather than of the lordship. The
latter need only be given in exceptiond circumstances, e.g. where the lord maintained
some persond link with the parish in which his nomind lordship lay. Obvioudy, too,
major estates established in the post-manorial period need to be given asimilar treatment
and emphasis to those with a much longer history.

TheManor

The manor may be defined as an estate of which free or customary tenements were held,
for whose tenants a court sat, and to whose lord services were owed. An ided manor
might contain land farmed directly by the lord (demesne - in effect the home farm) and
by tenants holding their land by a variety of rents and services. In practice, however,
many manors contained no demesne land and the only tie between lord and tenant might
be the payment of rent.

Where a lord has jurisdiction over tenants in severd parishes that jurisdiction is best
discussed in the parish in which that lord’s main property and manor house lay, with
appropriate cross-referencesin the other parishes.

In the Middle Ages manors were units in the feudd hierarchy, and as such might have a
vaiety of lords. Most were held of a tenant-in-chief, whose honor or barony was held
directly of the king. There might however be several layers of tenants interposed between
these personnages and the lord of the locd manor; an estate might therefore be held of
one or more intermediate (or ‘mesne) tenants rather than directly of the lord of the
honor. It is worth stating very briefly the honor or barony to which a medievd estate
belonged but the descent of that honor should not be traced in detall, nor is it worth
researching after the abolition of feudd tenures in 1660. Intermediate tenancies may be
worth mentioning in o far as they impinged upon the history of the estae, eg. if a
mesne lord had wardship in the case of a minority or exercised a superior jurisdiction



which intervened in the business of the locd court. They should never, however, be
analysed in detail.

Other Estates

An accumulation of property, whether freehold, copyhold, or leasehold or a combination
of dl of these, might play a highly important part in the history of a parish, even if it was
never formdly designated a manor. In many cases such important holdings might be
styled a manor even though they held no court and had no place in the forma feuda
hierarchy. It isworth noting if they were so styled, but even if they were not, they should
be included in the section Manors and Principal Estates (see below, Sructure).

STRUCTURE
The Manors and Estates section should contain the following subsections:

1. Pattern of Landownership

This opening subsection should provide an account of the overal dsructure of
landholding in the parish and chart its development and change over time. It should
begin with observations on how many manors there were in each parish and whether the
patern remaned stable. A brief survey of any changes, for example the consolidation of
groups of manors and estates to form new holdings or the disntegration of a large
manor, should follow. It is important to bring these remarks down to the present day
with brief comments on any sale or disposal of major estates in the 20" century.

Wherever possible this subsection should aso relate the pattern of landownership to the
topography and socid development of the parish. It should, for example, review the size
and location of manors and estates, the wealth and status of their owners, and whether or
not those owners were resident or & least mantained substantid houses on ther
holdings. The effect of such ownership on the structure of landholding and the buildings
of the parish should be briefly mentioned with cross-references to its fuller treatment in
the gppropriate section, such as Socid Life, Economic History or Buildings. References
to buildings should make clear what survives and what has been demolished.

2. Manorsand Principal Estates

This subsection should cover adl genuine manors, together with any significant later
accumulations of property whether styled manor or not. It may be further subdivided
according to the number of manors and estates discussed. It will usualy be desirable to
accord a separae heading to each manor, but the ordering of such sections may well be
problematic. If there is an unambiguous and enduring origina or principa manor it is
best to begin with that. If there are a number of equd importance they may be listed
aphabeticdly or perhaps topographicdly (if location can be clearly established). If there
are severd ancient manors of varying importance later subsumed into a later enduring
edtate, then it is probably best to begin with some suitable liging of the ancient manors
and to conclude with the later estate. Such an arrangement has the merit of bringing a
degree of chronologicd order to the description of the descents. Where there is
complexity it is desrable to help the reader by explaining the principles on which the
descents are ordered.

In each case, the account should begin with the earliest reference and with some
indication of size, importance, and, where possible, location. Where it is known, it is
worth indicating the size of the manor’s holdings within the parish and whether they
formed a compact block or were scattered. The existence and location of any manor
house should dso be noted. Any &ffilistion to an honor or barony and evidence of
intermediate lordship and its impact on the parish may also be briefly described.



The descent itself should use plain language, while seeking economy of style, and not
dwel too much on the uneventful. It will often be helpful to provide a preiminary
andysis of the main outlines of a descent. This might include, for example, discussion of
the status, wealth and residence of the main families concerned (if this has not been dealt
with sufficiently in section 1), the main points of transmisson and the means (whether
through marriage, sale or forfeiture), significant periods of wardship or possession for life
by a surviving widow or heresss husband, and mgor disputes or uncertanties.
Supplementary details, such as afull list of holders, may then be provided in the form of
pedigrees or lists. Biographical information where it is relevant to setting out the descents
should be included. Important building activities may be referred to with cross-references
to Buildings (section 8).

3. Other Estates

This section should gather up the history of lesser accumulations of property, often
extraneous to the main story of landownership within the parish. It might include small
estates never designated manors, or the holdings of corporate bodies such as monasteries
and Oxford and Cambridge colleges. It may aso be appropriate to include here the
rectorid estate and tithes if they have sufficient vaue and are no longer gpplied to the
upkeep of the incumbent. Accounts of these lesser estates should be much briefer than
those of manors and mgor estates. An account of their emergence and the main families
through which they descended (if known) will dmost dways be sufficient. Very small
edtates of indgnificant size and vaue should be entirdy omitted. If they issued in a
connexion of significance to the parish this should be noted in the appropriate section.



Section 3
ECONOMIC HISTORY

This section should provide a carefully ordered and detalled statement, as far as the
sources dlow, of how the inhabitants of a place have earned their living over the
centuries. Every village and town has its own economy and this economy is related to
those of surrounding markets and to communications networks. The account, which
requires inference from and interpretation of the sources, should focus on the activities
of people, their achievement of subsistence and acquisition of wedth. It should open
with an overview tha portrays the bdance over the centuries between primary,
secondary and tertiary activity, a its smplest between agriculture, manufacturing and
services. It is important that this section follows logicaly from what has been sad in
sections 1 and 2 about the physical framework and the structure of landholding.

After this introductory section, each of the main sectors of the locd economy should be
examined in turn, divided where necessary into sub-sectors and then treated
chronologically.

PRIMARY PRODUCTION

Except in studies of large towns, this section will be usualy be the longest and cover the
greatest period of time. It will be concerned mainly with agriculture, together (in some
places) with forestry and fishing. Farming will probably best be treated under three main
sub-headings (medievd, early modern and modern), possibly with some further
subdivison in the modern period where individud estaes are particularly well
documented (e.g. 'Farming on Lord X's eta€, 'Farming on Lord Y's esta€, or 'Farming
elsewhere in the parish).

Within each chronologica period trestment will vary depending on whether the parish is
dominated by landlord and tenant farming or freehold owner-occupiers, and in the
former case on the size of the estate. With tenanted land, it should be possble to say
something about farm size, tenures, and movements in rents, al of which change over
time. Where an estate was wholly or largely confined to a single parish, it is worth
discussing its overdl performance, including changes in gross and net income,
fluctuations in arrears, expenditure on repars and renewas (including new building),
acquisitions and disposds of land, and the proportion of the etate kept in hand. Where
an edtae had land in a number of parishes in the same volume, it may be worth
discussing these topics in the volume introduction, rather than making smilar statements
under several parishes.

Most accounts of estate farming will end with the break-up of the estate, most commonly
in ether the mid 16th century or the early 20th, dthough estates owned by religious
houses may remain largely or even wholly intact if acquired by asingle lay successor.

In parishes where most farms were owner-occupied, a least in the post-medievd period,
or belonged to estates whose muniments have not survived, it will not usually be possible
to examine farming and land management in such detall. It should, however, be possible
to discuss whether the farms were mainly arable or mainly pastord, what crops were
grown, the chronology and consequences of the inclosure of common-field arable and
meadow or of common waste, the periods in which most renewda of buildings took
place, and the impact of the mgor fluctuations in the agrarian economy since the Middle
Ages. These generd topics can, of course, dso be consdered in the case of parishes
dominated by landlord and tenant farming. Most accounts of farming will end with some
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reference to the decline in agriculturd employment in the countryside since 1945 and the
consolidation of farmsinto larger units.

In some digtricts, there will be little variation in farming technique between the parishes
in avolume. In such cases, it may wel be sensible to discuss farming in the digtrict as a
whole in the volume introduction, and concentrate on estate management in individual
chapters.

MANUFACTURING

In rurd parishes there may be little to discuss under this heading gpart from the history
of milling. All references to both water- and windmills should be collected, and any
mention of horse-mills in the medieva period. Water-mill sites origindly used for
cornmilling were sometimes reused by other industries and in such cases it will usually be
best to congder their history in two sections, first as part of an account of cornmilling
and then in discussing other industries that used the site.

All but the smdlest rurd parishes had a farly standard range of village craftsmen,
certainly in the post-medieva period, and there is normaly no need to refer to
blacksmiths, whedwrights, carpenters and the like, unless one of the businesses was of
special interest, for example where a smithy evolved into afoundry or engineering works.
Smilarly, in accounts of digtricts containing a digtinctive craft that was ubiquitous within
that district, such as textiles or hosery, with little variaion in chronology or scde
between adjoining villages, it is probably better to discuss its higory in the volume
introduction rather than refer to it under each parish.

In rurd parishes with more digtinctive industrid activity, or in towns, each industry
should be consdered in turn, drawing together references in chronologicd order.
Sometimes this will involve discussng a series of individud entrepreneurs or single
businesses; dsawhere an industry may be represented by severd firms. In either case, an
attempt should be made to trace the origins, growth and (where gppropriate) decline of a
particular activity. This should include something about the origins of those involved,
their sources of capitd, the organisation of the business (sole proprietorship, partnership
or limited company), its products, markets and number of employees. Something should
also be said, where appropriate, about the transition from domestic to factory production
or from the use of waer-power to steam-power, or other technologicd changes
appropriate to a particular industry.

Quantification is highly desrable in work of this sort: how much capitd, how many
employees, the totd vaue of sdes, the wedth of the principas a death. In the case of
limited companies, were the shares held by members of one or two families or were they
marketed more widely? Were such companies the result of the timely converson of
established family partnerships or were they speculative ventures by itinerant company
promoters? What profits were earned and what proportion of those profits was
distributed as dividends? When did such companies cease to be locdly owned and
became part of larger groups with headquarters e sewhere? Why did some companies fall
and others succeed?

In atown with a number of different indugtries, it is worth trying to rank their rlaive
importance at different dates and look a changes over time. When, say, did tanning and
shoemaking outstrip the textile trades in a 16th-century town? When did agricultural
ironfounding come to employ more people than brewing and mdting in a 19th-century
town?
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The order in which different industrid activities will be discussed will vary from place to
place, but in generd it is desrable to start with extractive industries (mining and
quarrying), continue with the manufacture of producer goods (iron and sed,
engineering, tanning etc.) and conclude with the production of consumer goods (textiles,
hosery etc.) or industries that date only from recent times (electricd and eectronic
engineering, plagtics etc.). The Sandard Indudrid Classfication, used by the
Government for the collection of avariety of economic staistics, is helpful is describing
the structure of industry (and other sectors of the economy) in a systematic way (the SC
isissued as an HM SO booklet and readily available in most reference libraries).

THE SERVICE SECTOR

Historicaly, this branch of the economy, which is now overwhemingly the most
important of the three considered here in all but afew parts of the United Kingdom, was
concerned mainly with the distribution and sde of agricultura and manufactured goods.
It is dedrable, though not dways easy, to establish what shops existed in a rurd
community from how early a date, what other retal traders (perhaps itinerant) served the
community, and where such people obtained their goods. In market towns, it is
obvioudy important to assess the vitaity of markets and fairs at different periods (rather
than merely narrate the chronology of grants), to discover from what distance buyers and
sdlers travelled to both weekly markets and annud fars, and to discover something of
the range of goods sold. Something should aso be sad of the history of wholesding as
well as retailing and how both trades obtained their stocks.

Closdy dlied to digtribution is the provison of transport services. Roads, cands and
rallways will be mentioned in the introduction to each parish account as features in the
landscape; they should regppear in the economic history section as the arteries dong
which loca (and nationd) commerce passed. Road carrying services (dways far more
important than passenger traffic on roads) should be mentioned, as should the man
traffic flows on cands and rallways. Roads themselves were not large employers but the
inns that formed staging posts dong man routes were, and innkeepers were often
involved in other businesses connected with road transport. Canal companies employed a
few people in each parish in which there was a public wharf but the railways, by contrast,
were mgor employers in many parts of the country, rurd as well as urban, between the
mid 19th century and the mid 20th. Even smal country stations had a staff large enough
to make an impact on a rurd community, and in industriad aress served by severd
competitive lines, with extensive goods yards as well as passenger stations, the ralways
were generdly among the most important (and most secure, if poorly paid) sources of
employment. Ther impact was heightened in places with engine sheds and workshops,
not to mention independently owned but closdy reated activities such as the
manufacture, repair and hire of railway wagons.

All towns have arange of commercid and professond services, varying in date of origin
according to the size and character of the town, and only the more interesting points
need be picked out. The first gopearance of various professions (the law, medicine,
architecture etc.) is worth mentioning but theresfter only the most important
practitioners, or most important professons, are worth pursuing. Smilarly, the history of
local banks are of interest but not usually the local branches of national concerns.

By way of concluson, something should be sad of the dramatic changes that have
affected dl communities during the second hdf of the 20th century, as the service sector
has come to dominate the economy.

In rurd aress, dongsde the decline in agricultura employment (and employment closdly
connected with farming), home and workplace have come to be separated (often by a
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considerable distance) as increasing numbers of professona people have chosen to live
in the countrysde while working elsewhere. The nature of their employment,
overwhemingly in the service sector, is as much part of the loca economy as was the
work of farmers and farm labourers at an earlier period.

In former codmining areas, the whole economy has changed out of al recognition since
the 1960s, and more especidly since the strike of 1984-5. Alongside very high levels of
sructurd unemployment, especidly in the older codfields, there is now widespread
employment of women as the principd or only breadwinner in afamily, often in poorly
pad, low skilled work, together with limited opportunities for mae employment, dso
poorly paid and unskilled, for those prepared to travel some distance each day.

A smilar transformation has taken place in wha were, until the 1960s, towns that lived
by heavy industry. The large manufacturing concerns that ill exist employ a fraction of
the number that once worked there; many companies that were once household names
and, in ther communities, mgor employers, have dissppeared without trace, together
with the network of subcontractors and suppliers that employed thousands more. In
ther place have come smal-scde manufacturing concerns, low-wage, predominantly
femae service-sector employers such as cal-centres, distribution companies that occupy
a large acreage but employ very few people, and endless atempts by locd authorities to
secure a share of the diminishing manufacturing sector of the economy. In most such
places, the locd authorities (together with the Nationd Hedth Service) are themselves
the largest local employers.

By contrast, the prosperous market towns of rura England have become even more
prosperous, as high-tech manufacturing companies as well as those in the service sector
prefer to locate on greenfidd stes close to atractive countryside and towns with good
communications, retall and professona services, and schools. The same factors dso
atract business and professona people who work from home part or dl of the time,
who need to be within easy reach of Heathrow Airport or a centrd London office but
can otherwise choose where they base themselves.
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Section 4

SOCIAL HISTORY

It is reasonable and logical to expect that treatment of place, land tenure and economy be
followed by further information, wherever thisis available, about the socid structure and
institutions of a community and how these have developed over the centuries. In many
cases this will involve reference to points made earlier and use of the same sourcesin a
dightly different way. The topic will probably best be treated under three main sub-
headings.

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Rural Parishes

Even in the smdlest parishes, and certainly in places with a 19th-century population of a
few hundred or more, it should be possible discern something of socid structure. Topics
worth discussing for rurd parishes for dl periods include the presence or absence of a
resdent lord of the manor or mgor landowner, and, in the case of an absentee owner,
which families provided socid leadership in the community; whether landownership was
dominated by a single family or by two or three, or was much divided between
freeholders, whether the land belonging to such families was mainly farmed in hand, let
to a smdl number of rdativey large tenants, or divided between numerous smdl farms,;
what proportion of the population was deemed to be “poor’, or at least was excused from
paying tax; whether there was a sharp divide between the status of owners and tenants,
or between tenant farmers and landless labourers, or whether the classes merged into one
another; and whether there was a distinct class of tradesmen and craftsmen not employed
on the land. All these questions should be treated as variables which change over time,
perhaps especially the number and size of farmsin a community.

Change will usudly become more marked (and easier to discern) in the 19th century or
the 20th, with the coming of the railways, industrialisation, the break-up of landed estates
and of landlord and tenant farming, and the colonisation of much of rurd England by
the middle class since the 1950s.

Within a volume, it should be possible to compare the socid structure of different
parishes and to discuss change over time. Some rurd communities have been favoured
by the new rich of neighbouring towns since the 17th century if not earlier, whereas
others have only come into fashion in recent decades. Relevant issues include: why have
some villages always seemed nice places to live and why do so many middle-class families
now wish to live in the countryside, even though breadwinners work some distance
away? Why do some parishes have a much higher proportion of poor than othersonly a
few miles gpart which otherwise seem similar in character? Why does the proportion of
poor in different villages in the same digtrict fdl a different dates? Are villages with a
resdent mgor landowner redly so different from those dominated by an estate with an
absentee owner? In what ways do villages dominated by resident freeholders differ from
those where socia |eadership fell on large tenant farmers?

Towns

All towns, however small, appear to have had a more varied social structure than villages.
It is usudly possible to identify the leading families who dominate economic, politica
and adminigrative life from the 13th century onwards, and to say something about the
proportion of the poor from the 16th or 17th century. It is worth trying to establish
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whether there was a rdatively smooth gradation of wedth and socid status, or whether
there were marked gaps between the wedthiest and the dightly less wedthy, or between
the poorest and the not quite so poor (or between any other stepsin the hierarchy).

Some attempt should be made to relate social status to urban morphology. The questions
here might include: which were the districts favoured by the wedthy? Did their location
change over time? Have the poorest dways been the poorest? When do residence and
workplace part company for the merchants and manufacturers? Why do some residentid
aress rise and fdl in esteem? What was the impact of the coming of public transport on
socid geography? Why were some council estates originaly less rough than others? Were
the aspirations of those who planned new estates for families moved from dums
redised? What effect has the raive esteem of different loca authority schools had on
patterns of middle-class residence since the 1960s?

EDUCATION

Perhaps the most important point to bear in mind here is that we are seeking to write a
history of education in acommunity, not a history of the school or schoolsin the parish.
Places with no school of their own nonetheless educated their children and in modern
times most children from rurd communities have atended secondary schools outside
their own parish. An account should aso be given of private schools and, where it is
paticularly long established or otherwise of interest, of wha is now cdled lifdong
learning or continuing education. The text will usudly divide naturdly into sections
defined by the major legislation of 1870, 1902 and 1944.

Education up to 1870

Most rurd parishes had a school of some sort by 1870, most of them Nationd (i.e.
Church of England) schools administered by the incumbent. The Nonconformists dso
set up alarge number of day schools, as well as Sunday schools, in the first three-quarters
of the 19th century, often (but not aways) known as British schools. Even quite small
villages had dame schools and larger places had more ambitious private schools,
particularly for girls. Many workhouses a so ran their own schools until after 1870.

1870-1902

The 1870 Elementary Education Act divided England and Waes into “school digtricts
(usually civil parishes), in al of which existing provision was assessed. Where the number
of places, or the standard of accommodation or staffing, was inadequate, the Education
Department of the Privy Council required the deficiency to be made good. Either an
existing school was improved or an dected, rate-funded school board was set up, which
could either take over and improve an existing school or build a new one, or both. This
period dso saw the reform of secondary education, as endowed grammar schools were
remoddled. Many private schools were killed off by the higher standard of grant-
maintained schools after 1870, dthough in towns both girls and boys schools survived,
catering for the children of middle-class families. Technicd education dso developed in
townsin this period.

1902-44

The 1902 Education Act abolished school boards and made county councils and county
borough councils the locd authorities, with greetly increased powers and duties. On the
other hand, the Act faled to achieve a settlement between Church and Sate and alowed
most municipa boroughs and the larger urban digtricts to retain their own eementary
schools as 'Part [11" authorities. All the larger locd authorities erected new schools, both
before and after the First World War.
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Although most children till spent the whole of their career under the elementary code,
larger schools tried to provide a different curriculum for older pupils, including more
practicd work. The Hadow Report of 1926 recommended the establishment of separate
“senior' schools for 11 to 14 year-olds who did not secure places a secondary schools,
dthough only the more enlightened LEAs fully implemented the policy. All authorities
established new secondary schools after 1902 (or took over existing endowed schools).
In particular, large numbers of secondary places for girls became available for the first
time. So did free places, awarded on the basis of the 'Annud Schools Examination' (i.e.
the 11+). Technical education continued to expand in this period.

1944 to the Present

The 1944 Education Act succeeded where the Bdfour Act failed in settling relaions
between Church and Sae, and where the Fisher Act of 1918 falled in raising the school-
leaving age to 15. Church schools became either "aided’ or ‘controlled’; secondary schools
became free to dl. Some Part 111 authorities survived as 'Excepted Didtricts, but in
generd the period after 1944 was the heyday of the county and county borough
education committees, then at the height of their prestige.

The 1944 Act required LEASs to produce a development plan for ther area, even if the
plans took much longer to implement than was hoped. Far more working-class children
secured grammar school places than before the war, but some of the new secondary
modern schools bardly differed from the old senior departments of elementary schools.
From the early 1960s the principles behind the Act began to be questioned and some
aspects of the devdopment plans, such as the closure of smdl rurd primary schools,
were never caried through. More fundamentdly, the three-fold divison of secondary
education came to be discredited and was replaced in dmost dl counties by
‘comprehensiveé’ schools open to dl children aged 11-18 in a particular area. One
consequence of the disgppearance of the grammar schools, coupled with the abolition of
the 'direct grant’ status accorded to the most prestigious by the 1944 Act (dmost dl of
which became fully independent when the grant was withdrawn), was a great increase
between the 1960s and the end of the century in the proportion of children atending
independent schools.

CHARITIES

Mogt older endowed charities had one or more of three objects. the maintenance of the
parish church (or part of it) or achapd esewhere in the parish, the relief of poverty, or
the provison of education. In recent times charitable status has aso been accorded to
organisations running village hals, playing fidds, play-groups, old peoples clubs, and
smilar bodies. All charities should be mentioned in this sub-section, but detalls of those
wholly or partly associated with either the church or education should be discussed in full
under those headings. Most of what gppears here will be concerned with charities for the
poor and with modern voluntary organisations.

Endowed charities for the poor were usudly established by the will of the founder, or a
deed executed in pursuance of his will; less commonly, founders established a trust
during their lifetime. The founder usudly conveyed either red property, or money to be
invested in real property, to trustees, or left arent charge (also atype of real property), or
provided a sum from his personal estate which wasto be lent at interest.

Sometimes the origind trustees neglected to appoint successors, money might adso be
lost through default by borrowers. The problem of successon could be avoided by
making the incumbent, churchwardens or overseers the trustees, the problem of
defaulting borrowers disgppeared as government stock became avallable; and the cost of
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conveying red property to new trustees was avoided with the advent of the Officid
Trustee, in whom charitable estate could be vested.

These reforms followed the inquiries of the Charity Commissioners in the early 19th
century, who sought out the origins of al endowed charities, and ensured that dl
charities had trustees and that income was used for its intended purpose. A permanent
Charity Commission was later established, which continues to supervise the work of
trustees. The 1894 Locd Government Act transferred control of non-ecclesiastical
charities to parish councils.

The mgority of endowed charities for the poor disbursed their income in one of three
ways (or acombination thereof). They might give cash doles, hand out bread, or provide
ether garments or cloth. Less commonly, a charity might give cod to the poor. In the
19th century the Charity Commission gradually remodelled charities, so that they were no
longer seen to be encouraging pauperism, and directed that money be used to help young
people with ouitfits, tools or further education, or to pay for hospitd trestment for old
people. Charities of this sort that survive today gppear mostly to favour making small
cash grantsto those in distress.

Only the most ambitious benefactors, mostly in towns, left sufficient funds to enable
thelr trustees to build amshouses. There was a decline in demand for such
accommodation after the Second World War, when county council old people's homes
gopeared to offer a more dtractive dternative, and while some amshouses were
modernised others were demolished. A few dmshouse charities have extended ther
provision to include retirement homes, nursing homes, sheltered accommodation and the
like.

Some charities endowed with cottages (not specificdly intended as dmshouses) made
them available to the overseers to accommodate poor people, instead of letting them and
using the income to help the poor.

Where a charity was endowed with cultivable land the estate gppears normdly to have
been let to afam tenant until the second quarter of the 19th century, when many such
pieces of land were converted into dlotments. The tenants pad rent but the surplus
income was given in cash once ayear to the poor, in effect as arent rebate.

From as early as the sixteenth century charities merely supplemented statutory provisions
for the poor and by the eighteenth century if not before, expenditure funded by the poor
rate greetly overshadowed charitable giving. The adminigtration of poor relief , whether
by the overseers before 1834 or by officers by the poor law unions by then and 1930, will
be consdered in the section on locd government. Where the sources dlow, it will be
desirable dso to say something about how the poor were relieved in an account of socia
history. It may be possible to establish whether the poor in a particular community relied
mainly on in-door rdief or out-door relief, or to determine the relative importance of
public funded relief and private charity. In some parishes the two systems worked closdy
together [leading to accusatioins that charity was being used to reduce the poor rate], in
others they remained largely or entirely separate with charities given only to those who
did not claim poor relief. After 1834 day-to-day poor relief was taken out of parish hands
and became the responsibility of relieving officers, who were themsaves subject to close
regulation by both the unions and centrd government, leaving the loca community with
direct control only of its own charities. It may sometimes be possble to see achangein
the policy of charity trustees as a result of this. A further change may aso be gpparent
after the establishment of the Nationa Health Service, which reduced locd involvement
in socid welfare and rendered some of the objects for which charities were orgindly
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established largely or wholly redundant. How did charities adapt to this afurther change
in state provision. What useful role have they retained over the last half-century or so?

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Guilds

Most medievd towns had a least one guild that seems to have provided a focus for
socid activity, if only an annud dinner, as well as maintaining a chape or dtar in the
parish church. Large towns had an eaborate network of such bodies, some confined to
members of one trade, others open to the community a large. As well as their work in
the Middle Ages, it is worth tracing the fate of guilds and chantries (and their estates)
after the Edwardian Dissolution. Questions to ask include: did the townspeople try to
retain the guild lands in public hands or were they granted off to loca gentry? If a
chantry had supported a schoolmaster, was there an attempt to use the income and
premises for agrammar school? Did trade guilds smply become dining clubs or did they
continue to take any interest in their craft? Did membership continue to be linked to that
craft?

Community Organizationsto 1945

The earliest modern community organisations will often be friendly societies established
in the second haf of the 18th century. They were joined in 19th-century towns by awide
range of voluntary organisations, some charitable, some educationd and some purely
socia. The later 19th century dso saw a great extension of the work of both the Church
of England and Nonconformist congregations, especidly for young people. Indeed, in
many rurd communities, the church (or church and chapd together) may have provided
virtually all the outlets for peopl€'s spare time.

The structure that grew up between about 1870 and 1914 survived largely undtered until
after the Second World War. The major new organisation that came into existence during
the Firs World War and after 1918 was often centrd to the life of a village was the
Women's | ngtitute. By contrast, men's organisations such as Rotary and the Round Table
have remained largely urban, as have the Freemasons.

Although some parishes had “institutes before the First World War, pressure for village
hdls arose manly after 1918. Hdls could not in that period be provided by parish
councils and were usudly established and managed by a separate voluntary committee, as
were playing fields. In recent times the two have sometimes merged with the building of
a community centre in one corner of a playing fidd, providing changing rooms and
facilities for indoor sports as well as meeting rooms. Another recent development has
been the willingness of the Charity Commission to grant charitable status to bodies
responsible for halls, playing fields and community centres.

Amaeur sport became organised in its modern form in the later 19th century and by
1914 most towns had a network of footbdl and cricket clubs, some associated with a
particular works or church, others open to dl. Both games were aso popular in mining
villages, with clubs often heavily subsidised by employers and seen as socidly integrative
bodies. In rurd villages, the squire and parson might take a smilar view, especidly of
cricket, which was played by a wider range of classes than ether association or rugby
football.

Community Organizations since 1945

Although the Second World War disrupted both amateur and professond sport, it may
have bresthed new life into other organisations, especidly the WI, as everyone not in the
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Forces was enjoined to take up some form of voluntary work, and atendance a
churches and chapdls revived. Many women dso enrolled in the Women's Voluntary
Service.

The deeply held feding in 1945 that everyone had a part to play in building a better
society led to a considerable growth of voluntary activity in the years following. Some of
this was organised by the Nationa Council for Socid Service, which through its county
committees particularly encouraged amateur drama and the establishment of loca history
societies. Other community activities were focused on particular events, notably VE Day
and the Coronation of 1953.

Amateur sport revived as men returned from the war, both in rurd villages and in urban
and mining aress, where the tradition of the works team continued to flourish in an age
of heavy industry dominated by large, paterndistic companies. Saturday night a a
company sports and socid club, or the miners welfare, remained a familiar feature of
working-class life.

Snce the 1960s the pattern of community activity has changed. Far fewer people now
work for large companies; in particular an entire way of life has imploded with the virtual
end of degp codmining. AlImost dl women of working age now work outside the home,
thus removing much of the support on which a host of organisations traditionaly relied.
Far fewer people atend church than fifty years ago. Some amateur sport, for example
cricket, has suffered from the decline of the game in locd authority schools; the
traditiona works team has dl but vanished. People seem to be busier with their work,
families and homes than two generations ago, and less inclined to give up time to run
clubs and societies, at any rate until they retire.

In any parish, it isworth asking when and why communities activities decline or cease, as
well as when and why they were established. It is dso worth comparing one community
with another, and trying to decide why one village has a flourishing WI and its neighbour
does not, or why one village's playing fidd is fully booked every weekend, whereas
another islittle used. Rurd parishes, especidly in midland and southern England, may be
more prosperous today than they have ever been, but have they lost the sense of
community they had fifty, a hundred or two hundred years ago? If so, why?
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Section 5
RELIGIOUSHISTORY

AIMSAND APPROACH

The intention of these new guidelines is to make it possble to offer an inteligible,
broadly chronologicd, and interpretative andyss of rdigious activity within the parish,
giving especid atention to crucid periods of change or trangtion. It isintended to be an
integrated account; authors should anayse the interaction of varying religious groupings
within the parish and to bring out their impact on parish lifein general.

This broad account of religious life as a whole is to be followed by ingtitutiona
gopendices that will ensure that the VCH continues to offer authoritative reference
material. Where appropriate such material can be presented in note form or aslists.

The building history of dl rdigious buildings, including the parish church, will
henceforth be placed in the gppropriate subdivison of Buildings (satian 8). Clearly,
however, there will be plenty of cross-referencing. It will, of course, be essentid to note
and comment in this section on al aspects of those buildings and therr fittings as they
relate to religiousllife.

These guidelines are intended primarily for those writing about rurd parishes or smadl
towns. The genera gpproach and format can, however, essly be adapted for larger
settlements.

STRUCTURE

Originsof the Parish Church

This subsection, which if necessary could be further subdivided, should provide an
account of the earliest evidence for the existence of a church — whether documentary or
archaeological/ architecturd. If thereis evidence that the church is, let us say, 11" or 12"
century but the first occurrence in the record is 13" century, then it is important to draw
atention to the physica evidence in this opening subsection. The dedication, if known,
and the earliest reference to it could also be mentioned here.

The subsection should dso offer a brief account of the extent of the early parish (if it
differed from the medievd one) and the status of the living - whether it was arectory or
vicarage, whether it had been granted away to a monastery and was served by its
nominees (gppropriation). Was the church a minster? Did it have any dependent
chapdlries or chapds of ease? Were there any ancient burid rights over awider area, or
dues payable to it from neighbouring churches, dl of which could be evidence of
superior status? There should aso be a sentence or two on the early wedth and property
of the living, including any early notice of a parsonage.

ReligiousLife

These subsections will be primarily concerned with the locd clergy and their pastord
relaions with ther flock. The nature of the liturgy and ritud, locd cults and other loca
ceremonies and observances are dl reevant here. After the Reformation these
subsections should dso seek to convey some sense of the interrdationship of the
Established Church with any nonconformist or recusant communities within the parish.
Where appropriate the surviving fabric, the monuments, stained glass, and fittings should
be used to illustrate religious life.

The following chronologicd scheme is suggested as a possible modd for a medium-sized
rural parish. It isnot intended to be rigidly prescriptive or exclusive.
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The Middle Ages
The main thrust of the medieva subsection should be an atempt to assess the impact of
the church in the parish.

If not discussed earlier any appropriation and its effects should be mentioned here.
Were the incumbents resdent, did they hold the parish in plurdity? What, if
anything, is known about ther status, education, sociad contacts etc. Was there a
parsonage (if known and if not mentioned earlier)?

What if any cults were associated with the parish — as reveded by shrines, dtar
dedications, and (in the later middle ages) images and lights? Locd saints could often
be celebrated not only through the liturgy but by fars or specid customs held in
association with the feast day.

What guilds or chantries were located in the church? What were their reigious
activities?

Where possible physicd evidence of cults, guilds and chantries should be noted and
used.

Evidence of officid lay involvement in church life, eg. through church wardens
should be noted.

From the Reformation to the I nterregnum

A subsection or subsections should ded with the effects of dissolution of the
monasteries and the chantries (if applicable) —e.g if an appropriated living passed to a
lay impropriator or achantry or guild was dissolved. Did the living change in status —
e.g did it acquire a new house or a close association with new lords of the manor?

Where there is evidence (such as the surviva of churchwardens accounts), doctrina
and liturgica changes should be discussed. Some indication of these can be offered
by abrief survey of what fittings, vestments and plate were retained for the use of the
parish or removed and sold off. Especidly significant are the remova of sone dtars,
roods etc. in the mid 16™ century; any further iconoclasm (destruction of stained
glass, images etc) theresfter; Laudian innovations in the earlier 17th century, if any.
Any physical survival of these innovations should be mentioned.

This or a separate subsection may dso discuss any early evidence for dissent or
recusancy and the reations of any such with the established church within the
parish/diocese. Lectureships are relevant here.

Where there is evidence, particular stress should be lad on clericd-lay relations in
this and the succeeding section.

The Interregnum
Here, if thereis sufficient information, it is desirable to discuss:

Changes in personnel - whether the local clergy conformed or were g ected.

Did the church become Independent in its pattern of worship?|s there any evidence
of dissenting groups (eg. Quakers) in the parish?

How was the building treated and used? Fonts and any surviving images, glass, etc
may have been removed. Were local ceremonies, feasts and customs suppressed?

1660-1840s

This subsection, which again might be divided, should open with some account of
the trangtion from the arrangements of the Interregum to the those under the re-
edtablished Church. Did the clergy conform or were they gected? If they were
gected did they remain active in the parish and set up (in effect) a nonconforming
congregation? If there was a change did it represent the restoraion of a former
incumbent or a new man? If he was new what was his background - i.e. had he
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suffered for Anglican beliefs or conformed during the Interregnum? Again, if thereis
evidence there may be something to say aout changes to the fabric reflecting the
teaching and worship of the new regime.

e The subsection might then continue with an extended look at the Established church
and the standards which it offered, up to, say the early/mid 18th century.

o |If goplicable, the formd establishment and licensing of nonconformist congregations
should be consdered, together with ther early history and relationship (if known)
with the parish church.

e Any ealy evidence of Roman Catholicism, recorded for example in bishops or
archdeacons' visitation records, should be noted here.

e A further subsection should take the Established Church through to the earlier 19th
century; various later 18th-century diocesan episcopd surveys or vistations often
provide detail about services, atendances and the generd condition of church life a
thistime

e An dlied subsection should consder fluctuations in the fortunes of old Dissent
(including the impact of Unitarianism) and any sign of Methodism - again al this will
obviously relate to and have implications for the parish church.

e Where gppropriate the physicd impact of adl nonconformity should be mentioned
briefly.

1840s-Time of Writing

e A daerange which takes into account the evangelica revivd, the rise of the Oxford
Movement, the formad establishment of a Roman Catholic hierarchy and parochid
sysem and the mgor fractions within Methodism would make a suitable starting
point for the 19th century and Modern section or sections.

e This or a separate subsection should offer a brief overview of developments a the
parish church - including types of service (e.g. was it primarily eucharistic?, the
nature of dterations to the fabric, numbers of communicants and wedth and status
of incumbents. It can conclude with modern liturgical reform (introduction of central
altars, re-ordering of pews etc).

e There should dso be some assessment of the rise and decline of nonconformity in
the period— what if any chapds were built in the parish, any changes in afiliation,
amalgamations, closures etc.

e Itisperhapsworth noting that Roman Catholic observance is now more diverse than
in the past — it might be worth noting liturgical oddities (e.g. survival of Latin mass).

Non-Christian Religions

Their reigious life and contribution to the parish (eg. the construction of places of
worship) should be discussed here. Any rdations with Chrigtian churches should be
noted.

I nstitutional Appendices
These sections should be brief but informative - possibly partly in note or list form.

The Parish Church

Theinstitutional history should provide summary details of the descent of the advowson,
the income of the living, its tithes, property etc. For important churches a list of
deans/incumbents may be included.
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Protestant Nonconformity
Detalls of dl the chapels, their opening, closing, afiliations should be included here. The

section is probably best organised by afiliation. Detals of individua buildings, when
built, the man dteraions, and whether they are gill standing, will go in Buildings
(section 8).

Roman Catholicism
Details about the extent and formal organization of the parish not included in the general

account are to be placed here.

Other Churches
This section will include detals of when such churches were established or closed and

where possible give indications of numbers.
Non-Christian Religions

Agan, detals of the forma establishment of any community and where possible, of
membership should be noted.
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Section 6
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE ACCOUNT

The objective is not to tell the story of the origin and development of the institutions
of parish government. It is unusual, in any case, for it to be possible to do this with
anything approaching completeness and accuracy over 800 years. The story of
institutional rise and decline should rather be seen as a backdrop to an analysis of the
way in which the parish was run, giving special attention to unusual features of its
administration, over the centuries. This backdrop will normally begin with some
account of active manor courts and end with current administrative arrangements in
relation to modern local government. It may be useful to make a statement about the
lack of records for a particular period.

The stress should be on the work of the various administrative ingtitutions and their
officers, with comment on any particular periods of intensive governance or exceptiona
laxity and lavessness that come to light. The administration of the poor law since the
seventeenth century is likely to feature prominently in most cases, and interpretation in
this area will benefit from an understanding of the man currents of debate among
historians. A strong account will pay particular atention to how the parish matches or
differs from broad nationd trends, documenting these where this is rdevant. Overdl
there should be a broad focus on how effectively the parish has been governed and
judgement should be offered on this with a degree of confidence that relates to the
extent of the documentation.

The colour and liveliness of the account will depend on the extent to which the work of
awhole succession of officeholdersis documented over the centuries. It may well be that
manorid government can only be outlined in terms of when particular kinds of court
were held and who owed suit to them. From the sixteenth and seventeenth centuriesit is
possible that records relaing to the work of churchwardens, constables, overseers and
surveyors of highways may be brought into play or materid may be available about the
efforts of these officials, or their delinquencies, in quarter sessions and other supervisory
bodies. Issues reaing to the supervison and control of parish locd government at
county and nationd leve, either through quarter sessons, the assize courts or King's
Bench prior to the nineteenth-century reforms, should be tackled where possble.
Materid about vestry and parish meetings may permit some kind of judgement about the
power and scope of such meetings at particular times.

Poor relief after 1834 should be dedlt with in the Introduction to the volume, in order to
avoid duplication in the trestment of poor law unions and modern loca government
units. A clear expostion of the administrative pattern in the district covered by the
volume, making it gpparent in particular whether more than a single poor law union and
locad government unit is gpplicable is recommended and the use of mapsin this ingance
deserves consideration. Changesin rural district boundaries should be explained.

TAXATION AND EXPENDITURE

Parish records are often rich in materia about taxation and expenditure and it may be
puzzling how best to treat this detal. An goproach which gives careful consideration to
how it can be used to indicate significant findings about the impact at particular times of
parish government and of the response of locd officids to conditions and circumstances
is to be encouraged. Clearly long runs of evidence about expenditure, that can be treated
on acomparative basis, are especialy to be prized and exploited.
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CITY, TOWN AND VILLAGE ACCOUNTS

The generd principles enunciated here can be gpplied to communities of any Sze, since
the parish remains the basic unit of locd government even in the metropolis. But the
larger the place the more eaborae and developed ae its public services and
adminigrative arrangements likely to be. Loca Government sections should take full
account of this. Even the survival of good borough records for a small market town isan
indication tha alonger account than for atypicd village of the period concerned may be
gopropriate. Wheress there is no intention to set limits on these accounts, the length of
them must dways be a matter of judgement and related to the interpretative potentid of
the material.
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Section7

LOCAL POLITICS

This is a completely new section and one for which there can be no set agenda. The
subject matter of a particular community's politics is infinitely various and the extent of
source materid no less so. The guiddines in this case should smply act as a prompt for
saff to keep ther eyes open for politicd tensons within the community as they survey
al aspects of the history of a place. When they light on something, they should regard it
as 'politics, rather than (say) loca government, education or rdigious life, dl of which
can have a politicadl dimenson. Locd politics can arise from tenuriad, economic,
administrative and religious issues and tensions, in both villages and towns. Politics will
clearly be much more obvious in atown in which the locd authority is divided on party
lines from an early date, rather than avillage in which party politics rarely impinge on the
work of the parish council, but in a wider sense political tensions can be found in rurd
communities to dmost the same extent as in towns; in both such tensions gppear to date
from an early period, although they may not be easily discernible before recent times.

For the medievd period locd politics will presumably mainly take the form of conflict
between dether alord of the manor and his tenants, or between opposing factions in a
guild or other representative body in atown. In smal towns which had a manor court as
well as more or less fully developed corporate ingtitutions there may well be conflict
between the lord and those whom he regarded as his tenants but who themsdves
thought of themsdves primarily as burgesses. There may dso be tenson, probably
mainly in towns, between the tenants of two mgor landowners competing for influence
in the community.

Conflict of this sort may equdly be found in the 16th century and early 17th, athough
after 1660 most town corporations seem to have settled into much quieter ways than
before the Civil War, and the battles of the 16th century over, say, the disposd of guild
or chantry estates were athing of the past. Smilarly, the manor had in generd given way
to the parish officers in loca government. In rurd manors, inclosure of common land
and the demolition of houses are obvious sources of conflict.

Even smdl towns gppear to have become quite sharply politicized in the 18th century,
from which emerges the 1Sth-century divison between locd tories, liberas and radicals,
often mirrored in a divide between Church and Chape. These tensons may become
spectacularly obvious in towns which suffered rioting, but can aso be seen in early
proposds for public hedth reform, the administration of poor relief, or the provision of
education for the poor. In the countryside it is again likely to be changes to old ways,
most commonly parliamentary inclosure, that will leed to conflict in the 18th century.
Aress of early indudtridisation may experience eements of both 'urban’ and 'rurd’
tension, often in aviolent form and closely bound up with the nature of work itself in the
new industries.

Between 1815 and the mid 19th century, as the economy expanded rgpidly but with
marked fluctuations of boom and dump, the countryside was perhgps more unsettied
than ever before or snce. Conflict between farmers and labourers over wages and prices
could and did erupt in incendiarism, damage to property and assault; there gppears dso
to have been congtant tenson concerning the best way to ded with the growing number
of poor. There may adso have been a bitter divison in the community between the
incumbent and the Nonconformists. The rift between Church and Chapel may continue
up to the First World War and beyond, and in the late 19th century be focused especialy
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on batles over education and charity administration. The older source of tension, poor
relief, was removed from parish politics after 1834, although rural unions as well as those
in towns could be riven with dissent. So too could rurd district councils, as they came
under pressure from centrd government to improve public hedth, which was usualy
vigorously opposed by small property owners.

In towns, especidly the larger ones, politics becomes more obvioudy ingtitutiondized in
the 19th century with the growth in the number of elected local authorities and the scope
of their work, and aso the cregtion of numerous voluntary bodies of a more or less
explicitly politica character. Apat from locd trade unions or Chartist organizations,
these might include both pressure groups whose am is obvious from their title, and dso
quite innocuous sounding literary or debating societies, mechanics' institutes or charitable
ingtitutions. The number and character of such bodies will change in the course of the
century; locd authorities become more clearly divided on party lines after 1870 with the
widening of the franchise and greater scope for action under both generd public hedth
legidation and local Acts. Asin the countryside, religious divisons aso permesete entirely
secular ingtitutions in 19th-century towns.

After 1918, and more especidly 1945, most urban and an increasng number of rurd
locd authorities had at least some members who stood for eection under party colours.
In mining aress the Labour party put up officid candidates even in parish council
elections. In rurd parishes politica tenson can be evident in more subtle ways, between
those who aways wanted the parish council to do more and those who wanted the
precept kept as low as possible; between old established families and those perceived as
incomers; and, up to quite a recent date, between Anglicans and Nonconformists. Even
if such conflict isless obvious than in towns or when institutionalized in local authorities,
it is nonetheless still there, as presumably it has always been.
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Section 8
BUILDINGS

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

It has been decided to make BUILDINGS one of the 8 categories in the new VCH
framework. The title BUILDINGS is being used as a portmanteau which has the virtue
of being easily comprehended by the generd reader. THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT is
perhgps a more accurate title as the new section seeks to describe and, where there is
sufficient information, to analyse the built character of a parish or town, distinct from the
communications and settlement paterns described in Section 1, (the topographica
Introduction). 1t will include not only individua buildings but building in the context of
physical planning and conservation.

The new gpproach should seek to build on tha used in severd recent volumes most
notably Essex X and Cheshire V. The section on the built environment cannot hope to
be comprehensive and in many cases, particularly in towns, can only ded in detal with
what seem to be the most important topics for a particular place. The amount of detail in
turn will be governed by the exigencies of the architecturd editor's workload, the interest
of the county staff and by the availability of source material.

WHY WE INCLUDE BUILDINGSIN THE VCH

It is surprising how seldom buildings are referred to in the current memoranda - and how
much for granted their mention and the style of ther incluson seemsto have been taken
in recent years. Discussion of architecture in dl its aspects from 1952 onwards takes up
no more than 8,000 words. Pugh's memorandum of 1952 on 'Architecture and
lllugtration for the VCH' provides the reason why buildings are included a dl. "In
generd buildings are to be regarded as a type of source for economic and socid history
rether for the history of art and architecture.’ In fact, the study of buildings in the VCH
has been demoted even from that role in most counties to being used as a means of
dating the continuity and spread of settlement (Memo on the introductory section of
parish higories 4.4, 45; CRE and ATT 1994) and, in raher perfunctory entries, as
additiond evidence for the history of ecclesasticd and public ingtitutions and of
landownership on alarge and smdl scae. In very few cases have buildings been used to
reflect the complexity of life tha pertains in most communities, however smal, or
discussed as the distinctive products of groups of individuals.

The VCH approach is sill founded on the type of archaeologica andysis developed by
19"-century antiquarians and architects and used by the RCHME. This of course is a
valid but very labour intensive approach if worthwhile conclusions are to be drawn about
a sgnificant sample of buildings. The agpplication of this goproach to buildings relatively
low down the socid scde was adopted between the wars. In 1952 the Vernacular
Architecture Group was founded. In 1965 (Memo on Vernacular Buildings) the then
architecturd editor pioneered the incluson of vernacular architecture in the VCH with
the aim of dating awide variety of buildings and therefore the growth of settlement. This
has preoccupied the architecturd editor ever since, often to the detriment of more
comprehensive gppreciaion of the built environment of a parish or town. Indeed it has
sometimes involved the most important physica aspect of a place being ignored a the
expense of fairly detaled inspections of fairly minor buildings, many of which have been
adequately covered for our purposes by the DoE Lists and by local vernacular experts.
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CURRENT APPROACHES

The study of dl types of buildings has evolved since 1965, industrid archaeology
following hot on the heds of vernacular architecture. Architecturd history and
archaeology have not only embraced a concern with awider socid spectrum but dso an
interest in socid and political organization. SO much so in fact tha Will SHf, an
interesting observer of the architecturd world, clamed recently that 'buildings are the
reification of socid and politicd activity', a point of view which is dso embedded in
David Cannadin€'s introduction to the latest book on the architecture of the Pdace of
Westmingter. Socid anthropology has been particularly influentid in recent years so that
the socid organization, and even gendering, of space within buildings of al classes has
become amgor subject of study.

BUILDING TYPES

These interests have manifested themselves in severd ways, one of which has been the
study of country houses as socid organisms and of churches as manifestations of
liturgical practice. The new approaches influenced even an ingtitution as conservative as
the RCHME as long ago as the 1970s when the first of their thematic volumes was
published and the inventory volumes ground to hdt through lack of will to pursue the
increasingly impossible god of a complete inventory. This has led the RCHME and now
EH to concentrate on awide range of building types and to study the way these function.
We too should teke note of the changesin the intellectua climate that stimulated change
in the RCHME and be dive to other gpproaches as they develop. The RCHME's recent
work has given us a greater understanding of many maor building types and some
gopreciaion of the complex history of farming practices, industrid methods and of
hedth and wefare. All this seem to hark back to Raph Pugh's 1952 remark, with the
difference that the buildings themsdves are given therr due culturd and artigtic
importance in these new studies.

There has been pressure on the VCH to take on the task of compiling an inventory but,
though this was aandoned by the RCHME, it has effectively been taken up by the
Ligting branch of EH, whose recording is becoming increasingly rigorous. Instead we
should be developing a fruitful union between documentary and fiddwork skills to
interpret the significance of buildings. For example, this could lead to the identification
of many more types among buildings whose purposes are not obvious; for example, not
all vernacular buildings of superficially ssmilar form are houses.

DESIGN

The missing dement in most VCH descriptions is the sense of a building as a three-
dimensona object in space that, whatever its age, Sze of saus, is the product of
conscious thought. All buildings ae to some extent designed and the motives for
changes in design - such as the improvement of circulation space, the technologica
ability to span large aress, the taloring of spaces for a particular industria process or the
reordering of a church interior - should also be expressed where possible.

The persondities behind buildings have been virtualy ignored by the VCH. Connection
between buildings and people has been by inference, usualy by cross-referring to other
parts of the text such as Church Life and Manoria Descents. For most of this century
the main job of architectura historians has been to show how buildings express the
aesthetic intentions of their designers but, since the war, an interest has grown in the
complexities of the design process - how builders, architects and communities interact to
achieve the buildings they require. In the VCH patrons are usudly related to ther
buildings only by inference. The story of individud and community involvement in
building - including the economic significance of the project - should be made more
explicit even at the risk of repetition with other sections.
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A HOLISTIC APPROACH

A 'building use study’ often forms part of an architect's education. This involves not only
anayzing the development - the building history - of a particular building but how those
who designed it, built it and paid for it intended it to be used and how those who inhabit
or vigt it, use or have used it. This, | believe, should be in the forefront of our minds
when we look at the documents and the buildings themselves. And as well as seeking to
convey how individud buildings work, we should dso bear in mind how groups of
buildings work - why town centres were planned in a particular way, how amenities are
digtributed in housing estates, why a school has accumulated a motley collection of
extensons and buildings. In addition we have to bear in mind the whole burgeoning
fied of congruction history. This brings us back nearer to our archaeologica roots but
with greater emphadis on the technologica and economic aspects of the building process
and perhaps a less mechanistic one.

All of this means that our accounts can no longer be restricted to ligt-like records of
features but must convey a sense of a building's social and functional ordering, a sense of
it as an artefact and an idea of its role in the wider community and the landscape. To
ded with the dl these themes in detail would obvioudy distort the purpose and timescde
of the VCH but they should, | believe, be in our minds as we do the architectural work.

Itisin our own interest to provide better information about the built environment. Many
people are interested in buildings for a very wide variety of reasons. The VCH is not
widely used by those seeking information about buildings. We could capture a whole new
constituency if we improved our coverage and modernized our approach.
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BUILDINGS
STRUCTURE

This section should provide a sense of the chronologicd development of the building
stock of a parish, itslayout and its visual impact. The approaches described above should
form the background to all accounts.

The section should begin with a subsection on the built character and include other
subsections on religious and secular buildings as gppropriate to the size and architectural
importance of the parish.

THE BUILT CHARACTER

This subsection should give a generd picture of built character of a place, the range of
building types and periods of building activity. It should show how the building types
reflect economic, socid and culturd activity. The provison of estate, philanthropic and
community buildings should be noted and their visuad impact on the character of the
parish should be described. The effects of locad authority planning decisons on the
location and type of 20™-century development and on the conservation of buildings and
townscape should also be discussed.

Overarching themes relevant to wider locdlities - such as plan forms, building materids,
specidly active periods of building activity, loca authority building conventions etc. -
should be included in the volume introduction (see Section 1b). Particular subjects, such
as the extreordinary survivd of a building type, an unusud or archac materid, or
dominance of one architect’s or one patron’s work, may need bringing out in this section.

OTHER SUBSECTIONS

The Built Character should be followed by subsections which are related to the 7
previous sections of the framework. The reationships will not be rigid but should be
made clear where hdpful; if necessary information should be repeated, se eg. Religious
History and Religious Buildings. Electronic searchability and the indexing based on this
should obviate the need to overload the text with cross-references.

The accounts should make clear which buildings are standing a the time of writing and
which have been demolished and when. It should be possible to mention most buildings
within the context of a chronologicd or thematic account. Only mgor buildings with
complex histories will need describing individually.

The choice of subsections can be varied to suit the particular place. In asmall parish only
two subsections may be needed ie. Religious Buildings and Secular Buildings, but the
following themes should be covered wherever possible.

Religious Buildings

This subsection should start with comment on the provision of religious buildings in the
parish and their character. Churches, chapels, misson hdls, mosgues etc. for which no
detaled building history is necessary should be included in this introduction. Parish
churches and other complex buildings should then be described individudly, with
furnishings and monuments incorporated into the chronologica accounts. Physicd
evidence sgnificant for the development of religious or socid life should aso be used in
the appropriate sections (eg. for origins of the church; longevity of a family presence
within the parish).
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All other buildings connected with the church should be pat of the chronologicd
accounts under the appropriate subheadings.

Public and Community Buildings

These should include, community, leisure, welfare, educationd and culturd buildings
provided or adapted for public use. If they occur within the context of planned or
philanthropic development this should be mentioned. If known, an idea should be given
@ther in this section or in the volume introduction of how they relate to locd and
national standards. Buildings provided for distinct purposes, eg. education, or with
complex histories may need to be discussed together. Public parks and open spaces
should also be described.

Commercial Buildings

This subsection should be introduced by an idea of how the buildings relate to the
predominant economic activities. The types should include market and commercia
buildings including public houses and hotdls, retall outlets and office accommodation;
industriad and transport structures, and agriculturd buildings. An indication of the
relaionship of farmhouses and farm buildings to loca farming practices should be given
here or in the volume introduction.

Domestic Buildings

This subsection should provide an overview of the development of the style and amenity
of dl dwelings within the parish. This type of trestment has been well-tried in the VCH
and there are severa examplesin recent volumes, eg. in Essex X , that can be adapted.
Housing conditions should be indicated if not discussed in Socid Life. Estate and locd
authority building in generd may have been discussed elsewhere, but types of estate and
council housing should be described here, including improvements to existing dwellings.
Houses tha have changed their use or have been converted to and from multiple
occupancy but which retain their origina form should be included.

It may be appropriae to group the houses belonging to manors and other estates and
even to start the subsection with them, though, as dsawhere, only the building histories
of sgnificant and/ or complex houses need describing individuadly. Where possible ther
development should be related to ownership and to the economic and socid standing of
ther builders; it may be useful to draw pardlels with houses built by the same owner
elsawhere. Mgor houses should be placed in ther setting; parks, gardens and gpproaches
should be discussed.

Rectories and vicarage houses can be discussed as a separate category if appropriate or
included in the chronological survey if they belong to common building types.
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